AMARJI CONQUERS POSITRA

been a serious menace to trade, and in spite of manj
isolated attempts to put down the piracy, it continued
unabated,   Amarji, therefore,  considered  the object oJ
attack to be a good one, and, marching Westward, he
effected a junction of his forces with those of Nawanagar.
The allies now advanced on Positra,  and carried the
place by mine and assault.   The pirates were completely
defeated, and an enormous quantity of booty fell into
the hands of the conquerors.   Before the armies left the
scene  of operations,  news   arrived  to  the  effect  that
Nawab Mahabat Khan of Junagadh had died in April
of that year (A.D. 1775), and Arnarji at once collected
his forces and treasure and marched to Junagadh, where
he   seated   Hamed   Khan,   a   boy   of   eight   years   of
age,   on   his   father's   gadi.     Having   completed   this
duty, he departed into Jhalawad on a tribute-collecting
expedition.

While Amarji was still away from Junagadh, Adil
Khan Babi and Mukhtiar Khan Babi of Bantwa induced
the young Nawab's mother to take part in a rebellion.
They then captured, with scarcely any opposition, the
fort of Wanthali, and begged Mahipatrao, the Maratha
Governor of Gujarat, who happened at the time to be in
Kathiawad collecting tribute, to come to their assistance.
On being informed of these happenings, Amarji returned
with all speed from his expedition and proceeded to march
against the Marathas with all speed. Mahipatrao, being
anxious to avoid the chance of defeat, desisted from
taking part any longer in the quarrel and made overtures
for peace. Amarji allowed them to depart unmolested,
but not until they had handed him over such money as
they had already collected, and had entrusted him with
the collection of the remainder. When this powerful
factor had departed, Amarji proceeded to invest Wanthali,
which fell before his attack in a very short time. On
account of his close relationship with the Nawab's family,

143